
Car Song (aka ‘Riding in My Car’, etc.) 
Woody Guthrie 

 
 

 E                                B7 

Brrr—, brr-brr-brr-brr, brrrr-brr-brr* 
                                      E 

Brrr-brrr, brr-brr-brr-brr, brrrr-brr-brr 
                                       A 

Brrr-brrr, brr-brr-brr-brr, brrrr-brr-brr 
 B7                                 E 

Brrr-brrr, brr-brr-brr-brr, brrrr— 

 E                             B7 

Derr—, de-ga-de-ga, derr-ga-da* 
                                    E 

Derr-derr, de-ga-de-ga, derr-ga-da 
                                     A 

Derr-derr, de-ga-de-ga, derr-ga-da 
 B7                               E 

Derr-derr, de-ga-de-ga, derr— 

 
  E                           B7 

Take me ridin’ in the car, car 
                               E 

Take me ridin’ in the car, car 
                                A 

Take you ridin’ in my car, car 
     B7                           E 

I’ll take you ridin’ in my car— 
 

 E                                B7 
Brrr—, brr-brr-brr-brr, brrrr-brr-brr, etc. 

 
  E                               B7 

Click-clack open up the door girls 

                                    E 
Click-clack open up the door boys 

                                   A 
Front door, back door, clickety-clack 

 B7                           E 
Take you ridin’ in my car 

 
 E                                B7 

Brrr—, brr-brr-brr-brr, brrrr-brr-brr, etc. 
 

  E                                    B7 
Climb, climb, rattle on the front seat 

                                         E 
Spree-out, spraddle on the back seat 

                     A 

Turn my key, step on the starter 
 B7                           E 

Take you ridin’ in my car 
 

 



Engine it goes brr-brr-brrrr 
Engine it goes brr-brr-brrrr 

Front seat, back seat, boys and girls 
Take you ridin’ in my car 

 
Trees and the houses walk-along 

Trees and the houses walk-along 
Truck and a car and a garbage can 

I’ll take you ridin’ in my car 
 

Brrr—, brr-brr-brr-brr, brrrr-brr-brr, etc. 
 

Ships and the little boats chug along 
Ships and the little boats chug along 

Brrr-, brr-brr-brr-brr-brr—, brrrr-brr-brr 

I’ll take you ridin’ in my car 
 

I’m gonna zoom you home again 
I’m gonna zoom you home again 

Brrr-brrr, brr-brr-brr— roll home 
Take you ridin’ in my car 

 
I’m gonna let you blow the horn 

I’m gonna let you blow the horn 
Oww-ooh-aaah, ooh-aaah, ooh-aaah  (free timing here) 

Well, I’ll take you ridin’ in my car 
 

 E                                B7 
Brrr—, brr-brr-brr-brr, brrrr-brr-brr, etc. 

 

    (speed up for this last time) 
 E                                B7 

Brrr—, brr-brr-brr-brr, brrrr-brr-brr, etc. 
 

 
 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

*The rhythmic, ‘brrr-brrr’ car noises that Woody makes on his recording 
sound like they’re made with pushed out lips. However, I find that I can 

only make the necessary rhythms if I use both my tongue and pushed out 
lips – I push my lips out and make a duck face (as if about to make a 

‘brrr’ sound), and make ‘de’ and ‘ga’ sounds using my tongue inside my 
mouth. This produces a mix of ‘brrr’ and rhythmic ‘de-ga’ sounds.  For 

this reason, I have written these ‘choruses’ as ‘Drrr’ and ‘de-ga’, as well 

as ‘Brrr’ and ‘brrr-brrr’ (as they sound). 


